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INTRODUCTION 

This is going to be a little different today.  Everyone should have received a sticker.  If you are a little 
brave, and if you profess Christ as Lord, these stickers are for you.  I’d like you to take that sticker and 
place it on your back.  …That’s all you have to do for now, I’ll tell you more as we go on. 
 

1. CHURCHWORKS 
If you read through the New Testament you will find that what we are collectively is every bit as 
important as what we are individually.  In fact, what God has made us individually cannot be fully 
experienced or understood outside of His family, the church.  Church is that important. 
 
So these questions are important: 
1) Just, what are we collectively, as the church? 
2) And what has God called us to do? 
 
Let’s do a quick review in our journey so far, we’ve learned: 

 The church is a bridge between God and humanity.  That’s why it exists (Matthew 28:19) 

 The church is a living temple made up of living stones; us (1 Peter 2:5) 

 The church is the body of Christ on this earth, we are to be a physical representation  of His Will 
(Eph 1:22,23) 

 The body is made up of many members, it is made up of us  (1 Cor 12:12) 

 Each of us is given special capacities to serve within the body of Christ.  This gifts exist only 
through our connection with the Holy Spirit.  (1 Cor 12: 6,7) 

 
Perhaps the biggest lesson for us is this:   
These truths aren’t challenges to the elite.  Scripture says, until this is the way we are, we will not 
experience real church at all.   This stuff is a must!   

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
AT THIS POINT, HOW WOULD YOU DISCRIBE THE CONCEPT OF CHURCH?   
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2. THEN HOW? 
So, we’re back to the practical question: How do we discover what we are given? 
 
The answer is; by entering through certain doorways or thresholds, if you will: 
 
Enter the intimate friend’s door 
The hardest thing about making the church video was keeping it in a reasonable amount of time.   
 
During the May prayer walks, I did one walk with Kitzy, Thelma and Herald Lisby’s daughter.  Prayer 
walking was just as natural to her as strolling and casual conversation.  That led me to a conclusion, 
she had done this many times before; which in fact, she has. 
 
Here’s the point, the more routine our connection with God, the more natural His effect in our lives.  
And the capacities He is putting in us become clearer.  That is when our lives start to change. 
 
To experience our lives in Christ, we must enter the friend’s door. 
 
Enter the high door 
From a high point, you get the full view.  You see where you have come from, and you see where you 
are going.  
 
A disciple of Christ shouldn’t live in the past, but we really shouldn’t forget it either.  It is good to 
remember where Christ as brought us from.  When we forget, we tend to get very judgmental. 
 
Have you found yourself doing this?  I know I have; you start shaking your head at what something 
someone is doing and then God bring to your mind a memory.  Before you knew Him, you were doing 
the same thing, or something very similar.   
 
God continually reminded Israel that He had delivered them from slavery.  We need to remember we 
were delivered ourselves.  There is power in remembering for a few reasons: 

 It keeps our minds focused on what God can do, because of what He has already done. 

 It reminds us of how powerful His love really is. 

 It gives us a wonderful personal story of God that we can convey to others.  That’s important, 
because that’s the way we are wired, we are far more likely to firsthand experience.  -Do you have 
a story?   

 
Enter the human door 
Our experience of God happens to a very large point, through other people.  God has designed His 
walk with us, rich in human interaction.  When Christ was on this earth, He led a life full of people.  
Sometimes it was deep relationship with a chosen few and often it was pressed by throngs of 
thousands.  It was rich with human connection.  We are called to the same thing. 
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Your Christian experience thrives in the proper human connection.  It happens inside these walls and 
outside.  And the more we treat each other with the Christ working within, the clearer Christ 
becomes.   
 
And when we strive to those kind of relationships, a wonderful thing happens: We become a light to 
each other.  We become councilors, building each other up.  We become a source of discovery to 
each other, helping to find those gifts God has put in us at salvation.   
 
Prov 11 
14.  Where there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the multitude of counselors there is safety. 
 
I love the word, “safety” in the original Hebrew.  It is tshuw`ah (Pronounced tesh-oo-aw') which 
means: salvation, rescue, deliverance, help, or victory.   
 
Do those words sound familiar?  There words we’d apply to Christ, aren’t they?  And Those since 
Christ exists within us, , they apply to us in some measure, as well! 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
THE THRESHOLDS TO BECOMING ALIVE IN OUR GIFTS ARE:  
1) INTIMACY WITH GOD AS A WAY OF LIFE 
2) KNOWING OUR SALVATION STORY 
3) CHRIST-LIKE RELATIONSHIPS 
CAN YOU GIVE SOME PRACTICAL EXAMPLES OF THESE? 
 

3. A CONGREGATION STICKERED TOGETHER 
Now this is where those stickers come in.  Grab a writing utensil, get up and start mingling.  As you 
feel led, write on someone’s sticker a gift or spiritual capacity you think God has given them.  If you 
don’t feel brave enough or you’re not wearing a sticker, that’s ok.  Just give us a few minutes.  There 
is a list of spiritual gifts coming up on the screen to get us started.  However, that might not be the 
word you want to use, feel free to use your own word.  
 
In five minutes, we’ll finish up the message.  When we are done writing, resist the temptation to pull 
off your sticker and read it.  At the right moment we’ll take them off together.   
 

4. UNWRAPPING  THE GIFTS 
Before we take off our stickers, there is one more concept: We need to realize our journey with God, 
as equipped servants is a process.  It goes like this:  
 
We accept Christ as the head of our lives; submit to God through His teachings and our given 
circumstances.   
1 Cor 7 
17.  But as God has distributed to each one, as the Lord has called each one, so let him walk. And so I 
ordain in all the churches.  
 18.  Was anyone called while circumcised? Let him not become uncircumcised. Was anyone called 
while uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised.  
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… 
 20.  Let each one remain in the same calling in which he was called.  
 21.  Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made free, rather 
use it. 
 
Let’s understand here, we are not being told to not improve ourselves.  Improve as God gives you 
opportunity.  What we are told is to start from where we are right now.  Don’t say, “When this or that 
happens, then I’ll get serious in my spiritual walk.” 
 
No, start right where you are.  Where you are right now, is the opportunity in which God has given 
you to start growing.  It very likely will begin with baby steps, and it won’t go perfectly, but start.  
Begin the process.  
 
As we engage in what we know, we learn more. 
As we learn more, we become better equipped, as we live out our equipping we learn even more and 
the process of maturing goes on. 
There are challenges along the way, some even seem insurmountable for a while.  It’s not a walk in 
the park, but it is a journey into life worthy of eternity. 
 
Call it; completing, refining, perfecting, growing up, or any other phrase that resonates with you.  
Whatever you call it, it is the process by which God is preparing you to spend eternity with Him.   
The challenges in the process, even the worst of them, are only temporary growing pains. 
 
1Cor 13 
10.  But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part will be done away.  
 11.  When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but when I 
became a man, I put away childish things.  
 12.  For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall 
know just as I also am known.  
 13.  And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 

CONCLUSION 
The people around you aren’t perfect.  And the words we’ve shared in our human conviction, aren’t 
infallible.  But chances are, there is at least, some element of Godly truth to them.  (I’d suggest you 
put them somewhere safe for further reflection.)  
 
God has given us gifts.  He has given us a process for unwrapping those gifts.  And part of that 
process is each other.   Now go ahead and look at your sticker. 
 
Isn’t it possible, God has really put those things in you?  So here is the question I leave you with, along 
with your sticker: How are you going to live them out? 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
CAN YOU SHARE A BIT ON HOW THE PROCESS IS WORKING IN YOUR LIFE? 
 


