WISDOM SERIES #7: How Wise Are You?

INTRODUCTION
We've looked at wisdom from a number of angles now. A wise mind begins with a solid respect of
God. It gains discernment and saves you from stepping into a lot of pain and misery.

A wise heart stays hungry for good advice, reasoning, action, and qualities of character. It may be
wounded by the blows of life, but it heals to something better than it was before. If the heart is
wise, life may not be easy, but it will be good.

The wise mouth keeps you out of trouble. It knows when to speak and when to remain silent. It
has the power to keep the peace, even in the most delicate situations. And since the mouth is a
direct pipeline from the heart; it is necessary to have a wise heart to have a wise mouth!

Wise eyes and ears are like the mind; they are open, but with filters. They don’t shut themselves
to the wisdom that’s all around us. As the mouth is a pipeline from the heart; the eyes and ears
are a pipeline to the mind. What we allow in fills our minds. Whatever is true, noble, just, pure,
lovely, of good report, of any virtue, anything praiseworthy; that is what the wise eyes and ears are
searching for.

Wisdom takes us beyond a mere belief in God to an experience of Him. We live the consequences
of following His mind and heart. Wisdom is His nature.

We have enough information from Proverbs right now to ask ourselves; how wise are you? But
we’re not going to do it just yet. There is one last treasure trove from Proverbs that we are going
to share in today. You might call it a five-step process. It goes like this:

1. Keep

2. Putaway

3. Look straight
4. Plan straight
5. Go straight

Now each of you should have a sheet and we’re going to run a kind of “self-diagnostic” today. The
idea is to grade yourself on each of these steps. Zero being no success at all, to three being
successful as humanly possible. Here is the standard by which we are basing our test of wisdom:
Prov 4

23. Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.

24. Put away from you a deceitful mouth, and put perverse lips far from you.

25. Let your eyes look straight ahead, and your eyelids look right before you.

26. Ponder the path of your feet, and let all your ways be established.

27. Do not turn to the right or the left; remove your foot from evil.

Again, the five steps of wisdom are:
1. Keep
2. Putaway
3. Look straight
4. Plan straight
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5. Go straight
Now let’s break it down and evaluate ourselves.

#1 Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.

The original word for “diligence” here (mishmar) paints an interesting mental picture. It means to
guard as a prison guard at a cell door. What does a prison guard do? In essence, he keeps what
shouldn’t get out, from getting out. And he keeps what shouldn’t get in from getting in.

We keep our hearts, from wondering where they shouldn’t go. Marriages fail when hearts settle
on other people where they shouldn’t be. Envy, lust, jealousy, all killers of the inner person, grow
like a fungus when the heart settles somewhere it shouldn’t be; dwelling on the wrong thing,
obsessing over the wrong things.

The wrong things are those things that are out of reach. They may be out of reach morally, like a
person outside of your bonds of marriage. That also includes vicarious ventures like pornography.
It may be something financially out of reach. Maybe it’s your own doing, or maybe God is just
keeping you within a certain financial picture- either way you can’t afford that speed boat or new
house or sports car. If you skip your tithe to God, and the kid’s braces, and a few other things, just
maybe you extend your line of credit just short of the snapping point and get it; but the situation
simply isn’t wise or responsible. When we get to the point we’d do anything to get that thing; that
is lust, we have not guarded our heart with diligence. We’ve let it stray too far out.

And there are all kinds of thinking that we shouldn’t let in either. Keep your heart safe, because
what happens here will change you to the core; for the better or worse.

So take a look at your sliding bar on step one; how are you doing? “3” being a solid reign on your
heart, not letting it stray in harm’s way. “O” being a completely free range heart, letting it simply
go where ever it wants.

DISCUSSION
WHAT ARE SOME PRACTI CAL WAYS WE MUST

NAME SOME HARMFUL THINGS OUR CULTURE ALLOWS IN THE HEART.

NAME SOME THINGS THAT CAUSE HEARTS TO LUST IN OUR COMMUNITY?

#2 Put away from you a deceitful mouth, and put perverse lips far from you.

What is deceitful? In the original Hebrew (iggesh) It means distorted. It's not necessarily a lie, it is
saying things in such a way, or simply leaving things out to the point it becomes a very hazy
picture. In fact, it is so hazy it is effectively false. And that is so easy to rationalize, especially if
you desperately want to present a certain picture; to keep you out of trouble for instance, or save
on your taxes. Itis very easy.
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Another thing that makes distortion very easy is anger. \When we are angry, we instinctively
sharpen the edges of our words. We want them to cut. But they’re like barbs and later when the
head cools and the heart warms, we can’t pull them back out. It’s too late.

Prov 29

11. Afool vents all his feelings, but a wise man holds them back.

How are you doing on that scale? How do you do overall, on giving balanced undistorted
statements? How are you doing on the sharp words; the “I hate youQ'@r “You know what your
LINE 0 f 'Sor™Yol @wys...”

#3 Let your eyes look straight ahead, and your eyelids look right before you.

A powerful focus is a marvelous thing! You ever notice the focus of a cat? Katie has a cat named
Ella. You can be petting her and she’s doing the smiley cat face. You know; the eyes partly closed.
Then she catches movement from the corner of her eye or a suspicious little noise. Those eyes
snap open and lock on to whatever it is. And you cannot distract her. She is now on a mission!

Just imagine if we were like that with everything good. Just imagine if we were like that when it
came to following the movement of God. Just imagine if we were like that when it came to
keeping the main thing, the main thing in our spiritual walk.

So how are you doing? Where do you fit along our sliding scale? Are you easily distracted? When
you see God moving, are you locked on? Do you see God moving? How are you doing?

DISCUSSION
ANGER EASILY CAUSES DISTORTED STATEMENTS. WHAT ARE SOME PRACTICAL
WAYS TO PREVENT ANGRY STATEMENTS?

WISE EYES KNOW WHERE THEY SHOULD BE FOCUSED; NAME THE TOP THREE
THINGS YOU FEEL SHOULD BE THE FOCUS OF OUR EYES

#4 Ponder the path of your feet, and let all your ways be established.

Ponder (palac) in the original language has an interesting literal meaning. It means to “roll flat.”
You might say, it’s rolling out all the facts and going through them one at a time; the pros and
cons, the right and wrongs.

Coming to the right decision on some things can be a really hard struggle as you weigh things
mentally. But there are some hard and fast rules. Proverbs offers one solid rule:

Prov 21

30. There is no wisdom or understanding or counsel against the Lord.

Things can sound very reasonable for a given situation. Sometimes it would seem more logical to
suspend Biblical principles we might normally follow. But the number one rule of Proverbs is; if it
is taking you away from the Lord’s way of doing things, no matter how good it sounds; you can
count on it, you are on a slippery slope that is better avoided.
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As you look into your life, how are you doing? \Where do you honestly fit on the sliding scale? Do
you put the righteous way aside when you have to? How often does that happen?

#5 Do not turn to the right or the left; remove your foot from evil.

Once again, the meaning behind “turn”( natah) is illuminating. It means a number of things. It
means to stretch or spread out. Have you ever seen people do that in a moral or spiritual sense?
They’re rationalizing something that’s not quite right. And you find yourself saying, “I have to tell
@2dzz GKIFIGQa KBFffe adNBIGOKAY3I Al

The word also means to spread out, as in, spreading yourself to thin. It means be carried aside, to
bow down to something, to turn aside or to yield. But I think the best definition is “to bend away
(including moral deflection).”

This piece of wisdom is for the people who live their faith by the question, “How far can | go?”
When it comes to romantic ventures, or financial ones, when it comes to white lies or black lies,
drinking, partying, friendships, language; when our sentimentis,“l 2 g T NJ Ol y L
LINAYOALX Sa Ay GKA& OFasS gAGK2dzi F OGdz £t @

Wisdom would say that you’re already in trouble because you have “turned to the right or the
left.” You have bent away which means you are vulnerable to be “carried aside” in your walk.
You are in the process of bowing down and yielding something you will be very sorry you yielded.

There is no shortage of people who think it is clever, witty; even courageous to stomp all over
boundaries. In some things it is good to push the boundaries; in exploration, in science, and in our
comfort zones in connecting to God. But when it comes to stomping on the boundaries of
wisdom; of God'’s revelations to us; that’s simply foolhardy.

Prov 14

16. A wise man fears and departs from evil, but a fool rages and is self-confident.

Why is it foolish? -Because it ultimately leads to a whole load of needless pain and loss; no
matter how clever it appears in the beginning.

So how are you doing on the sliding scale? How quick are you in making light of certain concepts

of God? If you take an honest look at your past, how often have you forged confidently ahead
into something that would have been wiser to leave alone?

DISCUSSION

GIVE AN EXAMPLEORILLUSTRATI ON OF THE CHURCH COMNM

OUTWARD" GOD’ S WI SDOM.

NAME SOME EVILS IN OUR CULTURE WHICH PEOPLE DO NOT DEPART OR FEAR.

Conclusion
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You should have five numbers by now. Let’s calculate the average. (The numbers added up and
divided by five.) We could call it our “W.Q.” or “wisdom quotient.” For some, maybe it would
even be a source of pride! “Do you know what my wisdom quotient is?” -But that wouldn’t be
wise.

But if | had to choose between a high I.Q. and a high W.Q., if such a thing really did exist. I'd take
the W.Q. every time. -Because out of it springs, “the issues of life.”

But now here’s the kicker. If we use Proverbs as our reference, there is actually, no sliding scale.
It simply offers black and white comparisons; you are wise if you do this and unwise if you do that.
So if you compare yourself to God’s Word, are you living wisely or you are not.

Well, that seems a bit unfair, doesn’t it? Even a wise person would be slow to categorize himself
as wise. We all make too many mistakes. However, the truth comes out in our response to this
challenge.

Prov 9

8. Do not reprove a scoffer, lest he hate you; rebuke a wise man, and he will love you.

Do we bristle at the idea we might actually be foolish in some areas? Do we scoff at the idea we
have serious work to do in becoming wiser? Do we take lightly the idea that wisdom is one, if not,
THE highest priority in our living? -And that is both physically and spiritually because ultimately
they are the same.

Or are we grateful for the challenge and correction? Will we honestly examine ourselves and act
on what we find?

It would be a real challenge to memorize all of Proverbs. But perhaps we could at least memorize
these five steps:

1. Keep

2. Put away

3. Look straight
4. Plan straight
5. Go straight

In reality; what you and | do in these steps is the real test of wisdom.

DISCUSSION
NAME THE FIVE STEPS
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